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The following information was taken from the Library of Congress’ Learning Page found on the world-wide 
web at http://memory.loc.gov.ammen/nd/pedu/features/election/voters7.html, Native Americans and the Vote. 
              It is often overlooked that self-government in America was practiced by Native Americans, long be-
fore the formation of the United States government. Today, voting is our primary means of group decision 
making, of enacting legislation, and choosing leaders. Traditional decision making among Native Americans 
differed from this system (and sometimes differed greatly from group to group). 
              The Snyder Act of 1924 admitted Native Americans born in the U.S. to full U.S. citizenship. Though 
the Fifteenth Amendment, passed in 1870, granted all U.S. citizens the right to vote regardless of race, it wasn’t 
until the Snyder Act, signed during the Coolidge Administration, that America’s Native people could enjoy the 
rights granted by this amendment.  
              Even with the lawful right to vote in every state, Native Americans suffered from the same mecha-
nisms and strategies, such as poll taxes, literacy tests, fraud and intimidation, that kept African Americans 
from exercising that right.  
              In April 1925 Alaska State Legislature passed a literacy law to stop bloc voting by illiterate Indians. 
Bloc voting by Alaskan Natives was encouraged by William Paul, Sr., a Tlingit Native leader from southeast 
Alaska. Paul fought hard to protect voting rights of Natives in Alaska by providing guidance and advice on 
their voting rights. The literacy law was aimed at Paul to stop his organizing efforts of Natives in rural villages. 
Paul was the first Alaska Native state legislator. 
              In 1965, with the passage of the Voting Rights Act and subsequent legislation in 1970, 1975, and 
1982, protections for non-English speakers and other citizen voters were reaffirmed and strengthened. — 
              The Native Village of Eyak encourages its Tribal members to make your vote count on election day, 
August 27. Countless people have sacrificed themselves for Alaskan Natives to be able choose their leaders. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In other big news… 
               
Jeremy Mallett, Norquest Seafoods Quality Con-
trol Manager in Cordova, stands next to this re-
cord-breaking halibut caught by Mark King, NVE 
Tribal Council Secretary. King and his son, Kyle, 
caught the fish while long-lining for halibut in 
Prince William Sound “on the other side of Spike 
Island,” said King. 
 
Norquest Dock Foreman Chris Golatto said of the 
fish that it is the biggest halibut he has seen come 
through the Norquest Plant since he has been 
there. 
 
The fish measured 8 feet in length and 6 feet in 
width and weighed in at 454 pounds undressed. It 
was 18 inches thick.  

History shows 
value of Native 

right to vote 




